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From the President
Karol V. Mason

Dear Friends,
T he great Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Life’s most 

persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing 
for others?’” Well, when I look at the students, faculty, 

staff, alumni and supporters of John Jay College, I know 
exactly how to answer his question. Time and time again 
our community is going above and beyond the call of duty 
to help those in need. Recently, at our annual “Champions of 
Justice” scholarship reception, I was actually brought to tears 
listening to the heart-wrenching stories of our students—some 
of whom were fighting poverty, homelessness and hunger, all 
while striving to earn their college degrees at John Jay. And 
I was immediately uplifted hearing the powerful messages 
of encouragement by our passionate alumni and donors—
each one of them saying, we want you to succeed and we’re 
going to do everything in our power to remove the obstacles 
blocking your path to success. Simply put, I’m continually 
overwhelmed by the spirit of generosity that permeates our 
John Jay community. 

In this issue of Justice Matters we’re recognizing and 
applauding members of our community that freely give their 
time, their knowledge and their resources to lift up others in 
need. When you read about these inspiring men and women, 
I want you to look at their faces in the photos. There’s a sense 
of joy within each of them, and that’s because when you lift 
someone else up, you inevitably rise yourself.

In our cover story, “Hurricane Heroes” (page 4), I was 
thrilled to see the dedicated group of faculty, students, 
alumni and supporters come together to help people whose 
communities were devastated by a series of natural disasters. 
Understanding the urgent need for aid, our own John Jay 
community—many with personal connections to the hard-hit 
areas—freely gave what they could, be it money, food, clothes 
and most importantly, their time. 

Some of you might be surprised to learn that our dynamic 
Vice President for Enrollment Management and Student 
Affairs, Lynette Cook-Francis, was a first-generation 
college student. And, like so many of our students in similar 
situations, it was the encouragement and support of faculty 
members that propelled her life forward. Reading “Getting 
Engaged” (page 22) and learning about the Faculty-Student 
Engagement Program that Cook-Francis set up, hoping to 
reach students like herself, I was struck by how many faculty 
members use their own free time to connect with students 
outside the classroom. I’m beyond impressed with these 
dedicated educators that continually go the extra mile, all to 
enrich their students’ lives. 

In “Saluting Our Servicewomen” (page 8) we both honor 
and celebrate all of our veteran students and alumni, while 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of women in the 
military. These honorable military professionals make the  
John Jay community richer with their presence, and our 
country is safer because of their service. 

But none of this communal generosity should surprise 
anyone familiar with John Jay. Being a school that embraces a 
diverse array of students—from every race, religion and creed 
imaginable—naturally generates compassion, acceptance, 
understanding and empathy. And I know that Dr. King’s 
urgent question is being positively answered every day here 
at John Jay. 

Thank you for your continued support of our community,

     Karol V. Mason

Helping Others by  
Going the Extra Mile
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winners were Spencer Woodman of the Chicago Reader and 
The Investigative Fund, as well as the investigative team of Carol 
Marbin Miller and Audra D.S. Burch of the Miami Herald.

Learn more about Bill Moyer’s documentary on Rikers at: 
rikersfilm.org

John Jay launches first new york 
state slavery database 
On January 31, 2018, John Jay announced the first New York 
Slavery Records Index, a publicly searchable compilation of 
records that identifies individual enslaved persons and slave 
owners, beginning as early as 1525 and ending during the Civil 
War. The index aims to deepen the understanding of slavery in 
the State of New York.

With over 35,000 records, the index was developed and is 
administered by John Jay professors Ned Benton and Judy-
Lynne Peters along with a team of graduate students who are 
part of the College’s Master of Public Administration Program.

“This vast, public database will serve as an important 
research tool that will support information-based scholarship 
on slavery in New York and across the nation,” said President 
Karol V. Mason. “The launch of this index marks a significant 
contribution to understanding and remembering the country’s 
history of slavery, and advances the College’s mission of 
educating for justice.”

The database can be searched at: 
nyslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

Campus NEWS

Professors Ned Benton and Judy-Lynne Peters

guggenheim symposium 
convened for 13th year; 
bill Moyers honored with 
trailblazer Award
The John Jay/Harry Frank Guggenheim 
Symposium on Crime in America convened for 
the 13th year on February 15-16, 2018. The annual 
conference brings together researchers and 
policymakers with journalists and reporters to 
deepen public understanding on today’s most 
relevant crime issues. The theme of this year’s 
symposium was “Justice in the Heartland,” and a 
record number of reporters and journalists were 
awarded fellowships to attend. 

The first day of the symposium ended with 
the annual Trailblazer Award Dinner, where 
Bill Moyers was honored as the fifth recipient 
of the annual Justice Media Trailblazer Award. 
The award is given annually by John Jay College 
and The Crime Report to honor individuals in the 
media who have advanced national understanding of the 21st-
century challenges of criminal justice. After being introduced 
by former New York State Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, 
Moyers spoke passionately about criminal justice reform as 
well as journalism’s role to “get the public as close as possible 
to the verifiable truth.”

Also honored at the Trailblazer Award Dinner were winners 
of the 2017-2018 John Jay/Harry Frank Guggenheim Prizes 
for Excellence in Criminal Justice Journalism. This year’s 

(left to right) Director of the Center on Media, Crime & Justice Stephen Handelman,  
Trailblazer Award recipient Bill Moyers, former New York State Chief Judge  
Jonathan Lippman, and President Karol V. Mason



Hurricane Heroes

i
n 2017, a series of natural disasters threatened the 
livelihood of people around the country and globe. At John 
Jay, community members wasted no time in responding 

quickly to provide immediate relief and assist in long-term 
recovery efforts.

For Declan Walsh, Director of Community Outreach and 
Service Learning, mobilizing students to respond was a 
prerogative that hit close to home. “I personally lived through 
Hurricane Sandy and lost my house,” he said. “I know how 
long it can take to recover.”

Walsh organized students into an “Unmet Needs” team that 
collected donations and supplies for populations in affected 
areas, including Cuba, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Texas, Florida 
and the Virgin Islands. The disaster relief campaign followed 
the highly successful Unmet Needs Roundtable Model, which 
works with trustworthy organizations and government 

by Stephanie Jimenez

Faculty, students and staff unite to provide 
relief to areas hit by natural disaster.

Devastation in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria
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Hurricane Heroes

to alleviate some of the vast devastation on the island. In the 
months since Roure returned from her first emergency aid trip 
with the initiative she named Doctors for Maria Relief, she has 
provided training for other groups to conduct their own relief 
trips and has set up a website where people can learn how to 
help. Roure’s impact with Doctors for Maria Relief has been so 
far-reaching that she has been recognized at the national level, 
including testifying as an expert before Congress as well as 
presenting at the Library of Congress.

During the week-long relief trip to Puerto Rico, students 
worked with several Puerto Rican NGOs to address issues 
as diverse as reforestation in the rainforest of El Yunque, to 
economic justice in the predominantly Afro-Latino town of 
Loíza. In Comerío, a town near the capital of San Juan, students 
provided relief in a place where approximately 50 percent of 
the population still remains without electricity. 

agencies to ensure the distribution of much-needed supplies in 
affected areas.

The Unmet Needs campaign had a large presence on campus. 
Throughout the fall semester, dozens 
of students collected donations 
like household items and educated 
their peers about the importance of 
relief efforts. Camila Santibanez, an 
international student from Mexico 
who was involved in planning the 
campaign, said that she was surprised 
at the outpouring of donations from 
members of the College. “Most of the 
people we talked to would donate 
some money,” she said. “And every 
day, people were bringing materials 
like canned foods and clothes for us  
to send.”

In November, the relief efforts were 
taken a step further when students 
had the opportunity to participate 
in a series of capacity-building 
workshops. In addition to learning 
general response and risk reduction 
skills through workshops facilitated 
by the nonprofit organization World 
Cares, students also took workshops 
with John Jay’s facilities staff on basic 
carpentry and painting. The goal was 
to create a pool of student volunteers 
with the necessary skills needed to 
assist with both immediate relief, as 
well as long-term recovery efforts.

The result of the workshop series was an unprecedented 
collaboration between Facilities staff members and John Jay 
students. Staff members Laurence Benson and Jimmy Vroulis 
led students through building and painting Adirondack chairs 
in their Carpentry 101 and Painting 101 workshops. 

Now, Walsh and other members of the College are identifying 
the best ways to utilize this brigade of newly trained and 
passionate student volunteers. One of their early goals was to 
bring a group of John Jay students to areas affected by disaster, 
including Puerto Rico, where Hurricane Maria has left much 
of the island destroyed. Professor Jodie Roure, who brought a 
group of over 25 doctors and nurses to Puerto Rico to provide 
humanitarian aid shortly after the hurricane, has now led such 
a trip with the help of Professor Gabriela Ramirez-Vargas and 
Professor José Luis Morín.

Roure, who is an American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
fellow in Puerto Rico and has a large social and political 
network on the island, was an invaluable leader for the student 
trip, which took place over spring break. Since Hurricane 
Maria hit, she and Ramirez-Vargas have been working nonstop 

Students learn carpentry and painting in disaster relief workshops.

Declan Walsh, Director of Community Outreach and 
Service Learning (center) with Professor Gabriela 
Ramirez-Vargas (left) and Professor Jodie Roure (right)
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Students were also exposed to a number of educational 
opportunities, including meeting with executive leaders 
from the ACLU of Puerto Rico, as well as legal professionals 
from the Puerto Rican Bar Association. “These meetings 
allowed students to learn about human rights violations post-
Hurricane Maria,” said Ramirez-Vargas.

In planning the John Jay student trip to Puerto Rico, Roure 
and Ramirez-Vargas brought the same energy and enthusiasm 
that they bring to planning the Doctors for Maria Relief trips. 
In fact, the two groups traveled to the island at the same time, 
giving students and medical professionals the opportunity to 
work together on projects. When students weren’t painting or 
building, they helped the medical teams by carrying water or 
IV bags. Several John Jay alumni joined the Doctors for Maria 
Relief brigade, meaning that alumni and students even had the 
opportunity to work side by side and share their passion for 
helping others.

According to Roure and Walsh, student interest in disaster 
relief and recovery has skyrocketed since last semester. To 
make sure students continue to have opportunities to respond 
to disaster, Walsh has formed the new Disaster Relief Team, 
comprising a group of dedicated students who are trained 
in providing relief and engaging in volunteerism on and off 
campus. Many of these students have personal reasons for 
their involvement, whether because of their own experience 
surviving a disaster, or because of relatives and friends in 
places affected. Aastha Vorhas, a senior who spent time last 
semester soliciting donations from her peers as part of the 
Unmet Needs campaign, remembers when her community 

Doctors for Maria Relief provides medical services to 
communities in need.

was affected by Hurricane Sandy. “It doesn’t matter where 
you’re from,” she said. “We have to support people in need.”

“Students are starved to do something tangible to help,” said 
Walsh. “For many of them, it directly relates to what they want to 
do in the future. Many of our students are interested in working 
for FEMA and this has a direct correlation to that career.”

Dennis Piedra, who is currently pursuing his master’s 
degree in Emergency Management, is one of those students 
who envision working for FEMA one day. For Piedra, it was 
after he responded to the 9/11 attacks that he realized that 
responding to emergencies was his calling. He also traveled to 
Puerto Rico to provide relief after Hurricane Maria, where he 
worked for 12 days, from early in the morning to 10:00 at night. 
“We were helping people with basic necessities,” he said. 
“They weren’t ready for this kind of catastrophe.” 

Walsh wants to ensure that more students have the 
opportunity to respond to emergencies and put their passion 
for service into practice, whether in Puerto Rico or elsewhere 
in the world. With the College’s support, he plans to take 
students on relief trips to different parts of the globe so they 
can utilize their skills in disaster relief, and have access to 
international learning opportunities they wouldn’t otherwise 
have on campus. For him, sending students on these trips is 
paramount to fulfilling the College’s mission. “At John Jay, we 
educate for justice,” he said. “Disaster relief is part of that. It’s 
what students want to do.”  JM
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Volunteers go door to door in hard-to-reach 
flooded areas.

educAting to resPond
The Department of Security, Fire and Emergency Management 
at John Jay is committed to educating students to respond to 
natural and man-made disasters. The department offers multiple 
undergraduate and graduate degrees and certificates in the area of 
emergency management and public safety, including a B.A. in Fire 
and Emergency Service, an M.S. in Emergency Management, an 
Advanced Certificate in Emergency Management Studies and more.

Dennis Piedra is pursuing a master’s degree 
in Emergency Management.
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I n 1917, a woman enlisted in the U.S. Navy for the very 
first time. Since then, millions of women have served in 
all branches of the military. As the country honors 100 

years of women in service, John Jay is also taking part in the 
celebration by shining a spotlight on its exceptional women 
veteran students. 

Finding a Community 
Ekaterina Marynich, a senior at John Jay who formerly 
served in the U.S. Army, likes to spend her time in the Office 
of Military and Veteran Affairs, where she is able to find a 
variety of programming and resources. This spring, she was 
thrilled when she found out that the College would be hosting 

by Stephanie Jimenez

Saluting Our Servicewomen
Commemorating the 100-year anniversary of women in the military,  

John Jay applauds our women veteran students.

John Jay women veteran students gather outside the Military and Veteran Services Office.
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an on-campus workshop with an organization 
called Operation Song, a non-profit dedicated to 
helping veterans tell their stories through music. 
As someone who once studied classical music, she 
jumped at the opportunity.

“They were able to grasp the meaning of my 
experience in one or two lines,” said Marynich. “It 
was amazing.”

Operation Song, which is based in Nashville, flew to  
New York specifically to work with John Jay veterans like 
Marynich. Working with a songwriter, Marynich described 
her experience coming from Russia to the United States  
11 years ago, and how she soon realized that she wanted to 
make America her home. When she found out she could enlist 
in the military with a green card, she was ecstatic. “I signed  
up for the Army the same day I met with the recruiter,” she said. 

Marynich brought a number of valuable skills to her  
position in the Army, including her background as a trained  
linguist and translator. After she returned from her deploy- 
ment to Afghanistan, she was offered a position as a crypto- 
logic linguist, a role that would include analyzing foreign 

communications. Despite her passion for the military,  
Marynich turned the offer down.

“Being in the military was an unforgettable experience,” she 
said. “But having a child while you’re deployed can be tough.  
I decided I wanted to have a family instead.”

Marynich now has a three-year-old daughter named Sophia, 
and is studying International Criminal Justice. With the 
support of the Veterans Association, Marynich has been able 
to balance her studies and her family life. When the Veterans 
Office organized a family trip to the Statue of Liberty last year, 
Marynich brought Sophia along. “The Veteran’s Office has 
been like a second family to me,” she said. “They put so much 
effort into revitalizing veterans. That effort has made me feel 
worthy again.”

Ekaterina Marynich at Fort Bliss, Texas, before her deployment  
to Afghanistan “Being in the military was an  

 unforgettable experience.”
 –Ekaterina Marynich

Angela Green (left) and Ekaterina Marynich (second from left) 
with staff from Operation Song
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Leading the Charge 
Like Marynich, several other women 
veteran students have found a family in 
the Veterans Office, where they have been 
able to develop their leadership skills. In 
fact, 2018 marks the first year that the John 
Jay Veterans Association, a peer mentorship group for veteran 
students, is led entirely by women. Sade Thomas, a graduate 
student pursuing her master’s in Public Administration after 
graduating from John Jay with a bachelor’s degree, is proud to 
be the association’s first woman president. Thomas wants to 
ensure that veterans on campus have the academic resources 
they need and are able to transition to civilian life with as few 
barriers as possible. 

“Veterans can have a lot of different needs,” she said. “I keep 
an open-door policy, so that if there’s anything people want to 
talk about, I’m there.”

As a result of her involvement with the club, Thomas has 
made invaluable connections and was invited to sing at the  
New York City Mayor’s Breakfast on Veterans Day. For her, 
being the first woman president of the club is a responsibility 
that she takes very seriously, especially since women veteran 
students make up 25 percent of the over 500 veteran students 
at John Jay. 

“This role has opened up my eyes to 
where I can go,” she said. “We need to see 
women in roles of leadership much more, 
so it can give other women the initiative 
and courage to be leaders too.”

For Natalie Primus, Vice President of the 
Veterans Association, taking a position of 
leadership on campus came naturally to her 
given her experience supervising troops. 

Building a social support network for veteran students is now 
one of the most rewarding parts of her John Jay experience. 
“When you transition out of the military, you’re looking for  
a community,” she said. “This is a community that veterans 
can feel familiar with.”

The College hosted a luncheon in March as well as other 
events throughout the spring to celebrate 100 years of women 
in the military. But despite the incredible milestone, there’s 
still a long way to go. “As women, we always have to exceed 
expectations to be seen as equal to men,” Marynich said. “With 
time, the stigma against women will be reduced, but the reality 
is that it can be difficult.”

Thomas agrees that reducing that stigma against women  
is important, not only in the military but in society at large.  
“It’s important that women feel welcome, whether they’re 
veterans or not,” she said. “We know that everyone has 
something to offer. Women always have something to bring to 
the table.”  JM

“We need to see women in  
 roles of leadership much more,  
 so it can give other women the  
 initiative and courage to be  
 leaders too.”  –Sade Thomas

Sade Thomas, President of the student-led 
Veterans Association
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New York State of MiNd 

Last october, Mike wallace co-authored Greater Gotham: A History of  
New York City from 1898 to 1919. the book is a sequel to the Pulitzer Prize- 

winning volume Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898. wallace is 
distinguished Professor of History at John Jay and is also the founder of the 

Gotham Center for History at the City University of New York Graduate Center.

Stephanie Jimenez: Your first book, Gotham, 
covered the first two centuries of New York 
City’s history. What made you take on such an 
ambitious project? 

Mike Wallace: There was an even more lunatic project 
I was interested in before this one, which was to write an 
entire narrative history of the U.S. In the ’60s and ’70s, the 
history of the U.S. was revolutionized in conjunction with the 
movements on the street. At the moment when blacks, women, 
gays and anti-war activists were trying to get included in the 

American presence, the historian dimension was undergoing 
the same change. I was involved in this movement in the ’60s, 
and my colleagues and I formed a radical history journal called 
the Radical History Review. We had speakers and public forums 
hosted here at John Jay, and by the ’70s, it was clear we had 
collectively rewritten the history of the U.S., but nobody knew 
it. So a colleague and I set out to write the history of the country, 
but after several years, we hadn’t gotten out of the 17th century. 
I thought, well, let’s do the history of New York instead. It 
seemed less ambitious than what we initially intended.

Mike wallace details the history of New York City  
from 1898 to 1919 in his sequel Greater Gotham. 
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SJ: Did you know you were going to write the 
sequel even as you were writing the first?

MW: When we set out, we thought we were going to write the 
whole thing in one volume but eventually it was agreed to do it 
in two. When we worked on the second volume, again we cut 

it in half. Now we’re working on the third volume, a 
fair chunk of which has already been written. 

SJ: What is New York City’s relation to 
the rest of America?

MW: Well, it wasn’t clear at first that New York 
would become a super city. Increasingly it became a 
focal point, and Wall Street and New York became 
inextricably linked in the public imagination of  
the Midwest and South. In the period of this second 
volume, New York experiences an immensely 
transformative moment and clearly becomes the 
predominant city. New York was an important port 
and financial city by the 1880s, but by 1919, it was a 
serious contender as the financial capital of the world.

SJ: What is the process of writing a book 
this comprehensive?

MW: I read. I synthesize the works of hundreds 
of thousands of books, articles, dissertations and 
websites. The point was always to summarize the 
work of those who had been influenced by the 
Civil Rights Movement and project it to a popular 
audience. It’s been a pleasure now to have many, 

many, people say this is so readable—as if something that was 
big was inherently dull. 

“Flat-Iron Corner After Snow Storm,” New York, 1905  
(New York Public Library, Art and Picture Collection)

Macy’s ca. 1908 (Image No. 93.1.1.18407, Byron Company/ 
Museum of the City of New York)

“A Rent Strike at 1294 Park Ave. in Harlem.”  
New York Times, September 1919
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SJ: In Greater Gotham, you talk about New York 
City as a place that was constantly rebuilding 
and redefining itself. Is that process of change 
unique to New York City?

MW: To some degree, it’s omnipresent in a capitalistic economy 
in general. But from the 1830s onward, the city was known for 
tearing itself down almost as quickly as it built itself up. In 
the 1850s, people said, “Why should anybody love New York? 
From one minute to the next, it’s completely different! Someone 
goes away for 10 years and comes back to find nothing they can 
remember.” Hyperbole, but that sensibility is a phenomenon. 

SJ: What do you do when you’re not reading and 
writing?

MW: Traveling is part of it. My wife, Carmen Boullosa, is 
Mexican, and we go back and forth between New York City 
and Mexico City. We’ve written a book together called A Narco 
History: How the United States and Mexico Jointly Created the 
"Mexican Drug War."

SJ: You teach the “History of New York City”  
and the “History of Crime.” How do John Jay 
students benefit from learning the history of  
New York?

MW:  Americans tend to think the past is over. When someone 
is a serious loser, you say they’re history. But the past isn’t 
dead. It flows through the present. If you don’t understand how 
the world came to be, then you don’t understand how it is, and 
you’re open to all kinds of delusions. 

SJ: How have you seen the College change since 
you first started teaching in 1971?

MW: Oh, there’s been enormous transformation. The ethnic 
mix of students has gotten stronger. I start my “History of New 
York City” course by asking students to do an ethnic survey of 
anyone in their extended family tree and we look at the results 
by order of immigration to New York. We have no Dutch, but 
we do have representatives of English, Irish, German, Cuban, 
Italian, Russian, Polish, Greek, French, Hungarian, Ukrainian, 
Norwegian, Swedish, Puerto Rican, Jamaican, Mexican, 
Chinese, South Asian and Middle Eastern descent. I suggest to 
students that if they haven’t got a grip on what New York is all 
about, it’s themselves. It’s the unlikelihood of winding up with 
that level of diversity at one time, in one classroom.

G.G. Bain, “East Side Eviction,” ca. 1900-10  
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division)

Photograph, Detroit Publishing Co.  
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division)
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aluMni
Profiles

Rosie Orengo, 
‚
00

recognized as an outstanding  
new york city teacher
When Rosario Orengo enrolled in John Jay in the fall of 1995, 
she was sure she would graduate with a degree in Forensic 
Psychology and become an FBI investigator—just like the 
fictional character “Clarice Starling” in the thriller Silence of 
the Lambs. But soon after starting the program, she realized 
it wasn’t like what she’d seen in the movies. She went 
back to her high school to meet with her social 
studies teacher, who encouraged her to study 
government instead and to eventually pursue her 
Master of Education. 

Today, Orengo is a social studies teacher 
just like her mentor, and she’s proven to be 
an exemplary one. This year she received the 
prestigious and highly selective Big Apple Award, 
which is presented to the city’s best teachers. After being 
nominated by her principal and a colleague at the Urban 
Assembly Unison School, Orengo went through an intensive 
process that included interviews and classroom visits, and 
eventually narrowed down a group of 7,200 nominated 
teachers to 19 winners.

The Big Apple Award recognizes the unique enthusiasm 
and dedication that Orengo brings to her work every day. “As 
hard as teaching can be, I love what I do,” she said. “I like being 
responsible for young minds. I ask myself: How am I going to 
make my students civically minded? How do I help them become 
responsible adults?”

Over a 10-month period, recipients of the Big Apple Award 
are provided with various leadership and professional 
development opportunities. They are also appointed to 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña’s Advisory Board, where they give 
recommendations on how to improve school climate and parent 
engagement, two of the Chancellor’s areas of interest. Orengo, 
who is passionate about improving student success, says she’s 
excited to have the opportunity to influence the Department of 
Education (DOE).

“There’s so much in education that’s broken and I have ideas 
on how to fix it,” Orengo said. “I’m hoping that what I bring to 
the table will be seen.”

Though John Jay didn’t take her on the path she initially 
expected it would, Orengo credits the institution for 

developing her civic-mindedness. “John Jay exposed 
me to the idea that there is injustice in the world 

and that we’re the ones who can help fix it. What 
I walked away with was a sense of responsibility 
for our society and the world, and I want to spread 

that,” she said.
As a Big Apple Award winner, Orengo has the 

ability to influence not only her students, but the city’s 
current educational policies. But inspiring others begins 

at home, with her 16-year-old son and six-year-old daughter. 
When Orengo was awarded the Big Apple Award, her daughter 
was awed when she saw that her mother’s achievement was on 
the news. “She wouldn’t stop talking about it,” Orengo said. 
“She says she wants to be a teacher just like her mom.”

“John Jay exposed me to the  
 idea that there is injustice in  
 the world and that we’re the  
	 ones	who	can	help	fix	it.”

– Rosie Orengo
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Chief Nilda Hofmann, 
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the highest ranking hispanic female 
in the nyPd
On January 18th Nilda Irizarry Hofmann made history by 
being named the New York City Police Department’s Chief of 
Community Affairs, making her the highest ranking Hispanic 
female in the NYPD. Throughout her career Hofmann has 
been a trailblazer for Hispanic women in the police force, 
with recent figures citing Hispanic women as one of the 
department’s fastest-growing demographics. Looking back 
on her historic rise—both the challenges and triumphs—
she’s proud of the education, mentors and the community 
that helped her succeed. “Honestly, if it wasn’t for John Jay, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today,” says Hofmann. 

In the beginning of her career, Hofmann took a civilian 
position as an administrative aide in the NYPD. She was a 
shy 19-year-old with two years of college from Iona College, 
but once Hofmann started working in the police department, 
surrounded by seasoned cops, she came out of her shell and 
realized she genuinely liked the work that they did. “It was 
impressive the way they helped victims and worked hard to 
solve crimes. I wanted to be a part of that,” says Hofmann. 

After her mentors encouraged her to join the police force, 
Hofmann was faced with a sobering fact, there weren’t many 
female police officers in the department to confide in or look 
up to as role models. “At my first precinct, there were 40 
rookies going into the 43rd precinct. Only four of them were 
women. That’s just the way it was as I went up my career,” says 
Hofmann. But the lack of female role models didn’t stop her 
aspirations. Hofmann was determined to move up as high as 
she could in the NYPD, but in order to move up the ranks, she 
needed a college degree. “At this point I was working in the 
police department and I had a child. John Jay was the answer 
for me because of the convenient hours. That flexibility was 
very accommodating for me and many other police officers.” 

Hofmann attributes her career success to many things—her 
education, family support, mentors and cultural upbringing. 
“When I was the commanding officer of the 25th precinct, 
which is in Spanish Harlem, I realized that serving in a 
community that looks like you can be very comforting for 
the people you encounter,” says Hofmann. During her tenure 
at the 25th precinct, she eased a difficult situation simply 
by speaking Spanish. Along 116th Street there was a huge 
number of street vendors operating illegally. The group felt 
they were being unfairly harassed by the police department, 
so they joined together, hired a spokesperson and came into 
the precinct at Hofmann’s invitation. The room was tense 

and the spokesperson tried to communicate for the group. 
“I said, ‘No, I want to speak directly to the people. I want to 
hear their complaints.’ Then, when I addressed the group in 
Spanish, you could feel the tension lift. I let them know that I 
understood where they were coming from, and I understood 
that they were immigrants working hard for their families. 
And we were able to really communicate,” says Hofmann.

It’s that “talk directly to the people” spirit that’s making 
Hofmann such a success as the Chief of Community Affairs. 
She’s made a point of attending events and celebrations 
across all communities in New York City. “I went to my first 
Purim and Holi events recently, and that pushed me out of my 
comfort zone because I’ve never celebrated those holidays. But 
you know what, they were unbelievable experiences. It really 
shows how diverse and beautiful this city is,” says Hofmann. 
For her, having police officers reach out to the community and 
create positive interactions—like playing sports with teens, 
reading books to school children or setting up educational 
outreaches—makes all the difference in the world. “It shows 
people that we’re not just there during the bad times, like when 
you’ve been robbed, someone dies or your car is stolen,” says 
Hofmann. “We can be there during the good times too. These 
experiences build trust and entire communities see cops in a 
completely different light.” 
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Deputy Director of Litigation of the NAACP  
Legal Defense & Educational Fund Jin Hee Lee

Former Attorney General Eric Holder

In October 2017, criminal justice leaders, elected 
officials and researchers from across the ideological 
spectrum participated in the inaugural Smart on Crime 
Innovations Conference, hosted by John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, the Center for American Progress 

and the Draper Richards Kaplan Foundation. The 
conference highlighted evidence-based practices 
and data-driven innovations in the criminal justice 
sphere, so that they can be promoted in cities and 
states across the country.

Experts from across the nation convened at the Smart on Crime 
Innovation Conference to discuss criminal justice innovations.

(left to right) Former DOJ  spokesperson Kevin Lewis, Attorney Shirlethia V. Franklin, Former Attorney General Eric Holder, 
John Jay College President Karol V. Mason, President and CEO of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
Vanita Gupta, Attorney Carter M. Stewart, American Progress Vice President for Criminal Justice Reform Edward K. Chung, 
Forward Justice Co-director Daryl V. Atkinson
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Professor David Kennedy chats with fellow speakers.

U.S. Senator Cory Booker

Nathan Deal, Governor of Georgia, with 
President Karol V. Mason

Manhattan District Attorney Cy Vance

Retired NFL wide receiver Anquan Boldin

Dr. Phillip Atiba Goff, first Franklin A. Thomas 
Professor in Policing Equity

The next Smart on Crime Conference will take place  
on September 25-26, 2018.



18 Justice Matters   |  John Jay College of Criminal Justice

by Sam Anderson

i n January of 2016 in the city of Flint, Michigan, a federal 
emergency was declared to address the approximately 
100,000 residents who were exposed to excess levels of 

lead in their tap water. The water crisis in Flint drew national 
attention as it became apparent that scientists had proven 
there was excess lead in the water supply since 2015, while 
local residents had been drawing attention to the bad taste, 
smell and appearance of the water for much longer. Despite 
these alarm bells, state and local officials insisted that the 
water was safe to drink. The result has been long-term health 
problems for exposed residents and especially children, who 

a toxic
faculty members shed light on  
environmental inequities.

enVironMent

Vintage advertising, blind to the dangers of lead-based paint
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are suffering from cognitive and behavioral issues including 
low I.Q., Attention Deficit Disorder and developmental delays, 
among other issues.

According to Gerald Markowitz, Distinguished Professor of 
History at John Jay and the CUNY Graduate Center, “This was 
a really excellent example of an environmental justice issue 
where injustice came about as a result of race and class.”

The term “environmental justice” is defined by the 
Environmental Protection Agency as “the fair treatment and 
meaningful involvement of all people, regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income, with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.” In practice, the concept refers to 
the fact that marginalized communities often bear the brunt of 
problems and hardships caused by environmental issues. 

Markowitz, whose work focuses on lead specifically, has 
shown that manufacturers who use lead were aware of its toxic 
effects as far back as the 1920s, when it was being introduced 
to gasoline. “A whole group of workers who were producing 
tetra-ethyl lead went insane. It was called ‘loony gas’ by the 
workers,” Markowitz said.

In 1985, Markowitz and his colleague David Rosner wrote an 
article for the American Journal of Public Health titled “A Gift Of 
God,” in which they detailed how General Motors, DuPont and 
the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation (EGC) succeeded in marketing 
leaded gasoline despite several studies at the time that proved 
the danger of lead both to factory workers and the population 
at large via tailpipe emissions. According to the article, at the 
Standard Oil Company’s experimental labs in New Jersey in 
1924, “five workers died and 35 others experienced serious 
neurological symptoms.”

Despite this, a representative of EGC declared that, “our 
continued development of motor fuels is essential in our 
civilization,” and that tetra-ethyl lead was an “apparent 
gift of God.” It wasn’t until 1996 that lead was phased out of 
gasoline altogether.

Markowitz’s work also shows that problems associated with 
lead-based paint were apparent as early as the 1930s. “We were 

approached by the NYC law department, who had a room full 
of documents that showed that the lead pigment industry knew 
about the dangers of lead in paint,” said Markowitz. “And, one 
of the most shocking documents we found in our research was 
a letter from the head of health and safety at Lead Industries to 
the former executive director in 1956.”

Markowitz summarized the letter he discovered: “The head 
of health and safety at Lead Industries was responding to a 

Gerald Markowitz, Distinguished Professor of History

 in the u.s. in 2018,  
 there are still 500,000 kids according to  
 the centers for Disease control who have  
 excess levels of lead in their bodies, and  
 a disproportionate number of them are  
 african-american and latino. this is a 
 result of basic environmental injustice. 
 —Gerald Markowitz

“

”
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provided by scientists who can definitively prove the dangers 
of certain substances. At John Jay, two such scientists are 
Anthony Carpi and Yi He.

Carpi is a Professor of Environmental Chemistry and 
Dean of Research who’s been at the college for 20 years. His 
work largely focuses on the transport and chemistry of 
pollutants in the environment, especially mercury, which is 
a developmental neurotoxin that’s particularly dangerous for 
children and pregnant women. Mercury is naturally found in 
the environment, but waste incinerators, coal-
burning power plants, and other industrial 
processes can emit excess mercury into the 
air, where it can travel before settling into 
soil or water. When mercury gets into water, 
a chemical reaction occurs turning it into 
methyl-mercury, which can be accumulated in 
organisms and cause toxicity. 

To help local communities that may be 
exposed to mercury, Carpi has come up with an 
ingenious method for detecting it. “Generally, 
monitoring for air pollutants depends on highly 
technical devices that can be really expensive,” 
he said. “I’m interested in looking at alternative 
monitors for air pollution such as bio-
monitors.” Carpi developed an inexpensive bio-
monitor that uses moss, which can accumulate 
pollutants, to study the levels of mercury in a 
given location. He and his team selected a waste 
incinerator plant in Warren County, NJ and 
they bought some sphagnum moss, which they 
hung around the areas surrounding the plant. 
After analyzing the moss samples, “we saw 

Students setting up air pollution bio-monitors

 i’m interested in looking at  
 alternative monitors for air  
 pollution such as bio-monitors.
 –anthony carpi , 
    Dean of research & Professor

magazine article about lead poisoning, and he said ‘There is 
this problem of lead poisoning, but what could we do about it? 
We can’t do anything because all this lead is in slums across 
the country, and there’s no way we can clean up slums. And 
the children who are affected are Negro and Puerto Rican 
children, and their parents are nearly in-educable.’ It was a 
classic case of blaming the victim.”

“In the U.S. in 2018, there are still 500,000 kids according 
to the Centers for Disease Control who have excess levels of 
lead in their bodies, and a disproportionate number of them 
are African-American and Latino. This is a result of basic 
environmental injustice,” Markowitz said.

Markowitz’s work has focused on the history of lead and 
public health, but much of his research has relied on findings 

“ ”

Photos courtesy of EVOLUTIONS Afterschool Program at the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History
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this clear relationship where the closer our 
samples were to the incinerator, the higher the 
level of mercury.” 

This cheap but effective monitor benefits 
local residents who might be concerned 

about mercury-emitting industries 
in their area by helping them make 
their case to local authorities. In the 
instance of Warren County, a rural area 
populated by middle-class Americans, 

residents were able to use Carpi’s evidence 
to get the company to install air pollution control devices 
specifically for mercury.

Like mercury, arsenic is a substance that can be found 
naturally in the environment but is extremely toxic to humans. 
Chronic exposure can lead to several types of cancers, skin 
diseases, and it can cause Down syndrome in children. Yi He,  
a Chemistry Professor at John Jay, has been working on 
methods to detect arsenic in the environment.

Her work brought her to Bangladesh, a largely rural country 
where local residents typically consumed surface water, which 
could be contaminated and unsafe for a variety of reasons. 
To address this, UNICEF installed groundwater drinking 
sources, believing it would be safer. However, He and her team 
detected unsafe levels of arsenic in the groundwater, naturally 

Yi He, a Chemistry Professor at John Jay

Lab testing for environmental pollutants

present in the country. This information helped prevent locals 
from drinking the water until engineers solved the problem.

“I became interested in arsenic because it is a very toxic 
element that has significant impact on human health, but 
previously, we didn’t have many studies on arsenic. I think 
there’s an urgent call to have better knowledge and a better 
understanding of these issues,” she said.

He’s recent work has been analyzing arsenic content in rice 
from a variety of locations including Southeast Asia and the 
U.S. What she found is that rice grown in the American south 
contains high levels of arsenic, resulting from farmer’s use of 
arsenic-containing pesticides that leach into the soil and are 
absorbed by the rice. He’s experiment is the first to evaluate 
how arsenic in rice can be absorbed into the human body, and 
may potentially have wide-reaching impacts on public health.

In the case of toxic chemicals like lead, mercury and arsenic, 
the communities most at risk are those with the least power 
and political representation. But by studying the toxic effects of 
these chemicals and making public the efforts of manufacturers 
to cover them up, communities can use the power of knowledge 
to fight back and push for life-saving policy changes to protect 
themselves from harmful substances in their environment. 
This is the goal of environmental justice, and at John Jay, 
professors like Gerald Markowitz, Anthony Carpi and Yi He 
are working to achieve that goal.  JM



22 Justice Matters   |  John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Getting Engaged

W hen Lynette Cook-Francis, Vice President for Enrollment Management 
and Student Affairs, first came to John Jay, one of the programs she 
immediately wanted to institute was the Faculty-Student Engagement 

Program (FSE). Armed with research proving that when faculty members connect 
with students outside of the classroom, in-classroom performance, retention and 

engagement all increase, Cook-Francis implemented FSE, offering 
grants to help professors host out-of-class activities. The 

program also meant something personal to Cook-
Francis. “When I was a college student, a professor 

invited a group of us to her home for a dinner at 
the end of the semester,” says Cook-Francis. 

“As a first-generation college student from a 
low-income family, that experience opened 
my eyes to a world full of books, cultural 
experiences and travel.” With hundreds of 
faculty members using FSE grants, these out-
of-class activities have become an integral 
part of their curriculum. And for students, the 
activities are often the most memorable event 
of their academic year. We talked to some of 

the faculty members using FSE grants, and 
learned more about the invaluable impact that 

the program has on their students. 

by Andrea Dawn Clark

The Faculty-Student Engagement Program boosts  
in-classroom performance with out-of-class activities.

Taking to the Waters
Criminal justice students are naturally drawn to Assistant 
Professor Gregory “Fritz” Umbach’s History class on 
waterfront corruption. But when he takes them kayaking, 
going from John Jay up to the George Washington Bridge, 
they’re always surprised to see how close their campus is 
to what was once the most criminally ridden place in the 
country. “I’m a historian of crime and an avid sea kayaker,” 
says Umbach. “Getting students out on the water brings to 
life the classroom conversations we’ve had about waterfront 
corruption from the 1930s to the 1970s.” Once on the water 
near John Jay, Umbach gives a 20-minute discussion on 
waterfront crime. Then, as they paddle up the Hudson, he 

Lynette Cook-Francis
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creativity, Endsley used an FSE 
grant to livestream Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie’s Schomburg talk 
on her award-winning novel 
Americanah. “We had food, we 
watched her speak, and it really 
jumpstarted their minds. They 
started looking up her TED Talk, 
tweeting her quotes, and using her as a reference in class. 
Seeing this creative author, while breaking bread with their 
fellow classmates, had a huge impact. It showed them the 
power of creativity.” 

Umbach’s students heading up the Hudson, learning about waterfront crime

A vintage movie poster depicting  
waterfront crime in New York City’s harbor

kayaks backward while pointing out different historical 
facts. After reaching the bridge, and watching the sunset, 
the students put lights on the back of the kayaks and head 
back to John Jay. “The trip is an amazing bonding experience 
that naturally increases student retention and classroom 
engagement,” says Umbach. 

Bonding over a Book
One of Assistant Professor Crystal Endsley’s biggest 
challenges teaching Africana Studies is showing students the 
importance of being creative and using their imagination. “If 
you ask students, ‘Why are you here?’ a lot of them will say, 
‘To get that degree, so I can get a better job and make more 
money.’ I can’t knock the hustle, but I’m trying to expose them 
to the other benefits of an education,” says Endsley. “I find 
myself walking a fine line between the practical, and trying 
to cultivate imagination.” To show her students the power of 
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Pondering a Prison 
Associate Professor Richard Haw and his colleagues in the 
Interdisciplinary Studies Department use their combined 
FSE grants to take their students to the historic Eastern State 
Penitentiary in Philadelphia, one of the world’s oldest and 
most famous prisons. Driving up to the foreboding, castlelike 
structure, and walking around the crumbling cellblocks and 
empty guard towers, students start to understand complex 
concepts like “penance” through firsthand experience. “The 
tour guides shut you into one of these small cells, and it 
feels pretty lonely, pretty quickly,” says Haw. “The students 
immediately realize how the architecture of the penitentiary 
worked with a confinement philosophy.” Shelby Burke, a John 
Jay freshman and Forensic Psychology major, says, “Being at 
Eastern State Penitentiary, and seeing all those images from 
class come to life, really cemented the information for me.” 
And for Burke, the trip gave her the opportunity to make  
“some of the best friendships” she has at John Jay. “Simply by 
taking the students on a field trip, you help create a community 
of learners,” says Haw. “And students learn best when they’re 
part of a group.”

Death row ruins at Eastern State Penitentiary

Deteriorated prison cell walls and rusty metal bed frames
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Setting the Stage
One of the most daunting tasks 
for students taking Associate 
Professor Shonna Trinch’s 
“Seeing Rape” class is the fact that they 
have to write a play involving sexual assault to pass the class. 
“The subject of rape doesn’t put them off—these are criminal 
justice students, and they can handle that—but the idea of 
actually writing a play, that’s intimidating for them,” says 
Trinch. The reason? Most of her students have never seen a 
professional play, even being so close to the theater capital of 
the world. “The FSE grant helps us reduce the play’s price, so 
that all the students in the class can afford to come. We just 
saw Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train, which costs $30 a person, and 
giving students a $10 or $15 reduction made all the difference 
in the world,” says Trinch. After seeing the play, in which 
one of the characters had been sexually assaulted as a child 
before being incarcerated for murder, the students were more 
confident in their playwriting skills. “They got to see the best 
actors and playwrights using limited props, limited sets and 
limited movements, all while still expressing difficult themes. 
It’s a huge leap for the students, showing them how to be 
suggestive with their words, and giving them the confidence 
that they can actually write their own plays.”

Faculty members in nearly every academic concentration are 
using FSE grants, fulfilling Cook-Francis’s dream of improving 
in-classroom performance with outside class interaction. 
Everyone involved in the program sees a marked improvement 
in class participation and performance, from Professor Effie 
Cochran and Sociology faculty member Marquita James 
bringing in a Southern Poverty Law Center representative 
to talk about conflict and race in today’s America, to adjunct 
Assistant Professor Irina Zakirova in the Department of Law, 
Police Science and Criminal Justice Administration taking her 
students to see a trial at the New York City Supreme Court. 
“The benefits of FSE are irrefutable,” says Cook-Francis. “The 
more engaged the students, the better they do in class, and the 
happier the faculty.”  JM

“The FSE grant helps us 
reduce the play’s price,  
so that all the students in the 
class can afford to come. We 
just saw Jesus Hopped the 
‘A’ Train, which costs $30 a 
person, and giving students a 
$10 or $15 reduction made all 
the difference in the world.”

–Shonna Trinch, 
Associate Professor  

Linguistic Anthropology

The Playbill for Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train

An FSE event at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Faculty and students at the Metropolitan Opera
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“The most rewarding  
 part is when students  
 start receiving their  
 Ph.D. acceptances.” 
 –Dr. Ernest Lee

T
his year, alumni, students, and faculty members are 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the McNair Scholars 
Program at John Jay College. Since its inception at the 

College, approximately 350 students have been serviced 
by the program, many of whom have gone on to pursue 
graduate and doctoral degrees at leading universities across 
the country. 

The McNair Scholars Program is one of a group of federally 
funded TRIO initiatives, which are designed to help students 
who come from disadvantaged backgrounds reach their full 
academic potential. McNair is focused on helping students 
attain their Ph.D.s, and in 1993, John Jay received its first grant 
to start the program on campus. It soon became incredibly 
successful: 70 percent of McNair students are accepted into a 
fully funded Ph.D. program, and 10–20 percent are accepted 
into a graduate school to pursue their master’s degree.

Students who become McNair Scholars often come from 
low-income backgrounds and are the first in their family to 
go to college. They usually begin the program as juniors, and 
for the remaining two years of their academic careers, they go 

A Track Record of Success 
by Stephanie Jimenez

The McNair Scholars Program celebrates 25 years of guiding  
students into funded doctoral and master’s programs.

McNair Scholars are preparing for graduate school and beyond.
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through an exhaustive process intended to prepare them for 
a Ph.D. program. After completing a research module, they 
are paired with a faculty mentor who guides them through 
completing an independent research project, a process that 
is intended to mimic the experience of completing a doctoral 
dissertation. Students also complete a summer intensive, in 
which they continue working with their faculty mentor, receive 
extensive GRE prep, begin their graduate school applications, 
and attend a McNair research conference out of state. 

Because McNair Scholars often face financial barriers, they 
also receive stipends to help cover academic expenses, including 
the costs associated with graduate school applications and site 
visits once they’re accepted. Associate Director Dr. Ernest Lee 
said that these supports are necessary to eliminate obstacles 
that students may face in getting accepted to graduate school. 
“These are students who have conquered a lot to get where 
they are academically,” said Dr. Lee. “All they need is a path to 
achieve their goals.”

One of the biggest benefits of the program is an invaluable 
social support network that includes faculty, alumni, and of 
course, fellow classmates. The College provides a lab equipped 
with computers and supplies where McNair Scholars can 
conduct research, study, and motivate one another as they 
complete their work. “The McNair Scholars generally don’t 
have families who know a lot about graduate school, so they 
bolster each other and advise each other,” said Dr. Jessica 
Gordon-Nembhard, who has been the director of the program 
for the past several years. 

Dawn Berger, who graduated as a McNair Scholar in 2008 
and received her Ph.D. from Fairleigh Dickinson in Clinical 
Psychology, agrees that first-generation students need both 
institutional knowledge and a strong social network to be 
successful. “To get to graduate school, there are so many 
things you need to do, and you need to know how and when 
to do them. You need someone to support you,” she said. “The 
support you get from McNair is like a family.”

That family includes alumni who return to campus to 
support and mentor current cohorts of McNair Scholars. 
Albert Gamarra, who received a doctorate degree from John 
Jay and was the first in his family to graduate with a Ph.D., 

returned to campus this spring for an alumni panel, 
which is one of several events planned to celebrate 
the program’s 25th anniversary. “By seeing the people 
who’ve already gone through the program, current 
students can see that they’re not alone,” he said. 

In addition to the alumni panel, the College is hosting 
a campus-wide celebration, co-sponsored by the 
Alumni Association, that takes place on April 20 and 
will include an Alumni Reunion reception and dinner.

Dr. Lee is proud of the strength of the program at 
John Jay, which he attributes to the College’s enduring 
support as well as several faculty members—especially 
those in the Africana Studies Department, many of 
whom have served as mentors in the program. “What 

works is when faculty members steer students our way, and 
we show them that they have the potential to do this,” he said. 
“Students have doubts when they begin the process, but the 
most rewarding part is when they start receiving their Ph.D. 
acceptances.”

Already, students have started receiving those hard-earned 
acceptances in programs as varied as psychology, sociology, 
criminology, and more. Thuy Nguyen, a senior who has been 
accepted into a fully funded program in School Psychology 
and who hopes to conduct research on the school-to-prison 
pipeline, said she was one of those students who had never 
thought it’d be possible to attain a doctorate degree. 

“I’m the first in my immediate family to even graduate high 
school, so this is a big deal for us,” she said. “Both of my parents 
are immigrants, and they want me to go after my dreams. They 
were like wow, you really did this.”  JM

Director of the McNair Scholars Program  
Dr. Jessica Gordon-Nembhard
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chelsea binns
Her research on fraud hotlines draws 
international	crowds.
Chelsea Binns, Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Security, Fire and Emergency Management, has written the 
first book on fraud hotlines ever published.

Binns, who graduated from John Jay with both her M.A. 
and Ph.D. in Criminal Justice, is a licensed private investigator 
and certified fraud examiner who has extensive experience 
in the public and private sector. She has long been fascinated 

by fraud hotlines, but was shocked at how little knowledge 
there was available on how they operate and whether they’re 
effective. “All financial firms operate fraud hotlines—it’s the 
primary way we learn about organizational fraud,” Binns 
said. “We rely on them so much, but for the most part we 
don’t know how they’re functioning.”

Binns sought to fill in the gaps in that data in her new 
book Fraud Hotlines: Design, Performance, and Assessment, 
which reviews the history of fraud hotlines, how they are 
being used today, and how an organization can design one 
and evaluate its performance. The book also includes case 
studies that show how hotlines are used to thwart crime 
both in the U.S. and in other countries.

In recent years, the value of fraud hotlines has been 
increasingly recognized as a means to prevent major 
catastrophes. According to Binns, many experts believe that 
internal crimes contributed to the financial crisis of 2008. If 
those crimes had been reported via fraud hotlines, the crisis 
may have been prevented. It was that line of reasoning that 
led Congress to pass the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act in 2010, which created monetary 
incentives for employees to report internal crimes directly 
to the Department of Justice or the Securities and Exchange 
Committee. “The Dodd-Frank legislation shows that people 
are using hotlines, and they are valued as a source for tips,” 
said Binns.

In addition to preventing financial catastrophes, fraud 
hotlines as an open avenue of reporting can be used to 
address any number of justice issues. “Fraud hotlines are a 
multifaceted vehicle,” she said. “The basic application can be 
used to address a variety of issues, even including things like 
sexual harassment complaints.”

Interest in Binns’ research is far-reaching, and in 
November, a delegation of prosecutors from Shanghai 
traveled to John Jay to listen to Binns lecture on the findings 
of her book. It was the fifth delegation Binns has received 
from China.

Binns, who serves on the board of the New York Chapter 
of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (NYCFE), 
also organizes the annual NYCFE Conference that brings 
together national and local leaders in fraud detection and 
deterrence. With 80,000 members, the ACFE is the largest 
anti-fraud organization in the world. Since Binns first 
brought the NYCFE Conference to John Jay’s campus four 
years ago, students have served on the conference’s planning 
committee and 200 have been able to attend free of charge.

For Binns, who fondly remembers being a student at 
John Jay, providing those expanded learning opportunities 
is something she loves about being at the College. “The 
students here are so inquisitive,” she said. “They make us 
better professors.”

A delegation of prosecutors from Shanghai traveled to campus to hear 
Binns speak.
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edward Paulino
Restoring a tradition of peaceful co existence 
on	the	Haitian-Dominican	border.
Edward Paulino is an Associate Professor of History and his 
recent book, Dividing Hispaniola: The Dominican Republic‘s 
Border Campaign Against Haiti, 1930-1961, is a historical account 
of the border region between Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
For Paulino, it’s the result of a deep dive down a rabbit hole that 
began many years ago.

When he was a freshman or sophomore in college, Paulino’s 
advisor took him to the FDR Presidential Library in Hyde 
Park, New York, where he discovered a document that would 
fundamentally alter the course of his academic future.  

“I stumbled upon a diplomatic communiqué from the U.S. 
ambassador to the Dominican Republic, written in October 
of 1937, to the Secretary of State,” Paulino said. “And in that 
document, the ambassador says that a systematic campaign of 
extermination was conducted against Haiti by the police and 
military. When I read ‘a systematic campaign of extermination,’ 
I was blown away.”

What Paulino learned about that day was the Parsley 
Massacre, a genocide that took place in 1937 in which 12,000 
Haitians (conservatively estimated) were murdered in an 
ethnic cleansing campaign perpetrated by the Dominican 
dictator Rafael Trujillo.

“I have many identities,” Paulino said, “and one of them is 
that I’m a Latino. I’m very proud of that. I was smitten with 
my [Dominican] culture, and it was like a punch in the gut. A 
holocaust? My people? So it was this journey of growth and 
development and coming to terms with my culture’s history.”

One part of Paulino’s Dominican culture is a narrative that 
Latinos are probably familiar with: Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic are historic enemies, and their relationship has 
always been adversarial. But Paulino says it’s far more complex 
than that.

During the 16th and 17th centuries, “Hispaniola,” the name 
Columbus gave to present-day Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic, was invaded and colonized by Spain and France. 
The French occupied the western third of the island, and the 
Spanish had control of the rest. Over time, the French began 
to construct sugar plantations on the western side, and they 
brought in thousands of enslaved Africans to work on the 
plantations. The Spanish had arrived in search of gold and 
silver, but they later discovered greater deposits in South 
America, prompting them to lose interest in Hispaniola. 
Neither the Spanish nor the French had sufficient manpower 
to maintain a real border between the two colonies. As a result, 
a frontier culture developed. 

“The border community was largely agricultural, and 
residents of both sides traded openly with one another for 
hundreds of years,” says Paulino. “They were intermarrying, 
they were bilingual, bicultural, and very at ease going between 
two cultures.” 

When dictator Rafael Trujillo arrived in the 1930s, he 
perceived this diverse border culture as a threat to his regime, 
and he ordered the extermination of all Haitians living on the 
border. “Trujillo and his intellectuals wanted a monolithic 
definition of what a Dominican was supposed to be. But the 
border complicated that notion,” said Paulino. 

Today, a heavily patrolled border between the two nations 
exists. But Trujillo was never able to fully eradicate the 
tradition of coexistence between the two peoples. 

“Twice a week the border opens up,” said Paulino. “It’s 
called market day, where Haitians and Dominicans trade in 
very normal ways and without incident, and it’s a multi-million 
dollar economy.” Paulino hopes that this example might help 
Dominicans and Haitians realize a future of coexistence.

In addition to his work as a professor at John Jay, Paulino 
has developed a theatrical one-man show. “Eddie’s Parsely” 
tells the story of how Paulino discovered the Parsely 
Genocide. He also cofounded a collective called Border of 
Lights (borderoflights.org), which brings Latino writers 
and intellectuals together once a year to commemorate the 
genocide and celebrate border culture.

Hispaniola
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Campus NEWS

A 2018 report finds Patterns in 
Misdemeanor Arrest charges in  
new york city
The Misdemeanor Justice Project (MJP) at John Jay released a 
report on February 1, 2018 that documents striking changes in 
misdemeanor arrest patterns in New York City over a period of 
24 years. The study, Trends in Arrests for Misdemeanor Charges 
in New York City, 1993-2016, offers an in-depth look at the 
number and rate of specific charges by demographic groups 
and borough.

A new semester-long initiative 
tackles sexual crime and Assault
This spring marked the launch of the Sexual Justice Now! 
series, a semester-long initiative designed to explore sexual 
crimes and how to best address them. The initiative convenes 
a diverse set of stakeholders to discuss the multilayered 
dynamics of sexual justice and educate the college community 
and general public. As a leading college for criminal justice 
with a highly diverse student and faculty population, John Jay 
is uniquely positioned to host the comprehensive initiative by 
providing an environment that is safe, inviting, and respectful 
of differing views. 

Events range from the academic to the artistic, from panel 
discussions with representatives from the Mayor’s Office and 

Preeti Chauhan, Professor of Psychology and Principal Investigator of the 
Misdemeanor Justice Project

community organizations, to documentary screenings and 
an art exhibition in the Shiva Gallery. For upcoming Sexual 
Justice Now! events, visit the John Jay calendar online.

The researchers identified in-
creases in arrest charges that are 
most likely to be complaint-driven 
such as victim-related person and 
property charges in comparison 
to dramatic fluctuations among 

charges that are less likely to be complaint-driven, and are 
more likely to be officer-initiated, such as theft of services, 
marijuana and other drug charges. The report also examined 
seven other individual charge categories such as trespassing 
and prostitution.

“New York City has seen enormous changes in specific 
charges categories for misdemeanor arrests. This report 
highlights the need to disaggregate trends by charges and the 
importance of using population estimates to examine changes 
among demographic groups,” said Professor Preeti Chauhan, 
principal investigator of MJP.

this report highlights 
the need to disaggregate 
trends by charges and 
the importance of using 
population estimates to 
examine changes among 
demographic groups.

“

”

class notes

—Preeti chauhan 
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class notes

1970s
charlotte carrington (b.A. ’77) retired in April 2017 after 33 years 
with NYS OCA Brooklyn Criminal Court Night Court. Charlotte writes 
that she is enjoying her family and friends! 

Juan gonzalez (b.A. ’77) celebrated his first-year anniversary of 
co-founding his own firm with three other partners on 11/30/17, 
after nearly 10 years at a private law firm. Rubin Sheeley Paterniti 
Gonzalez Kaufman LLP is a full-service firm headquartered in midtown 
Manhattan with 20 attorneys and support staff across several offices.

1980s
Joseph Kilmer (b.A. ’80) retired in 2015 after over 35 years of police 
work; four with the Ocean City, Maryland Police Department, and  
31+ as a Special Agent with DEA, with assignments throughout South 
Florida and a three year tour in Australia from 2007 to 2010.

Alma e. Martinez (b.s. ’83) retired from U.S. Probation and Pretrial 
Services for the Southern District of Florida after 29 years of service.

larry Williams (b.s. ’83) is working as a teacher’s assistant with  
the Astor Services for Children and Family. He became an NYPD 
police officer working with youth for 15 years, and was promoted  
to Sergeant before retiring in December 2001.

Paul d. May (b.s. ’84) retired from the NYPD as a sergeant. He is 
currently working at The Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx as the 
Director of Operations.

1990s
thomas Mixon (M.P.A. ’92) is the Deputy Chief US Probation Officer 
for the U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, one of the 
busiest and most prestigious offices in the federal court system.

david Mendelsohn (M.A. ’93) retired as a professor of Criminal Justice 
and has since taken up writing novels. His newest children’s novel  
A White Mouse in the White House was published in January 2018.

Julio A ginel (b.A. ’97) recently opened his private practice, Ginel 
Counseling, in Middle Village. At the same time, he started working 
as a mental health counselor for Crime Victims Treatment Center in 
Morningside Heights.

2000s
esther israel (M.A. ’00) wrote and published a book about her work 
experience as a mental health therapist called The Hokey Pokey: I Was 
A Mental Health Therapist In Salt Lake County Jail.

christian M. Wood (b.s. ’03) received his Master of Divinity at the 
Nashotah House Theological Seminary in May 2016. He became an 
ordained priest in the Episcopal Church and he now works at Church 
of the Redeemer, Sarasota, Florida. 

teri coaxum (cert ’94, M.P.A. ’08) is currently an Adjunct Professor 
at John Jay College, Medgar Evers College and Metropolitan College 
of New York. She was most recently the Regional Advocate for the 
Office of Advocacy’s Region II (SBA) with oversight responsibility for all 
62 counties in New York, 21 counties in New Jersey, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Teri is the author of 
Peaceful Pondering: A Busy Woman’s Guide to Inner Peace.

2010s
richard Piszczatowski (b.s. ’11) is a fifth year M.D./Ph.D. student 
at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He was recently awarded the 
Ruth Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) fellowship 
from the National Cancer Institute (NCI) of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). This award will provide funding over four years for his 
work in hematopoiesis and blood cancers such as Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia (AML).

rosemarin belliard (b.A. ’13) learned in late October that she passed 
the New York State Bar Exam. Congratulations, Rosemarin!

Juan c. checo, (b.A. ’14) is working for New York City Health + 
Hospitals as Director of Security/NYC Hospital Police at the Kings 
County Hospital Center. In this role he oversees a law enforcement 
department of over 100 Peace Officers.

christina M. garcia, (b.s. ’16) has been accepted to Columbia 
University School of Social Work for her master‘s degree. She is 
currently employed full time by Smith Engineering (which she found on 
the John Jay Careers website) as an office manager.

emily Pelletier (Ph.d. ’17) became Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Sociology and Criminology at Rider University. Pelletier 
received a bachelor‘s in Comparative Literature, American studies 
from Hobart and William Smith Colleges, a master‘s in Public Policy 
and Management from University of Southern Maine, a Juris Doctor 
from the University of Maine School of Law and a doctorate in Criminal 
Justice from John Jay College of Criminal Justice of the City University 
of New York. Her research and teaching interests include juvenile 
defense and justice.

Andrene Wright (b.A. ’17) is at Northwestern University in the first year 
of her doctorate degree program in Political Science. She is living in 
Chicago and enjoying her academic journey. 

sHare your story!
Our grads make us proud, so please share 

your story with our community!  
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/alumni-class-notes
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John Jay is training the next generation of our country’s leaders in 
criminal justice and beyond. Be a part of this bold vision to support 

our remarkable students from acceptance to graduation.

MaKe a Gift today to support the fund for John Jay college
www.jjay.cuny.edu/donate

suPPort JoHn Jay stuDents
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to give
Since its founding in 1964, John Jay College has been providing 
outstanding educational opportunities to students from all walks of 
life and from every part of the globe. It is thanks to the commitment 
and generosity of the College’s alumni, friends and supporters that 
future generations of students are able to continue maximizing the 
considerable benefits they derive from a John Jay education.

As chairman of the John Jay College Foundation—and a proud donor 
to the College—I salute each and every one of you for your willingness 
to lead by example, and for making it possible for John Jay to build on 
its well-earned international reputation in Educating for Justice.

JULES KROLL
Chairman

John Jay College Foundation Board of Trustees

Champions of Justice Scholarship Recipients

Inspired
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$1,000,000+
Laura and John Arnold Foundation
The Robin Hood Foundation

$250,000—$499,999
The Joyce Foundation
The Jacob and Valeria Langeloth Foundation
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation, Inc.
The Tow Foundation, Inc.

$100,000—$249,999
The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation Foundation
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Charina Endowment Fund
Dr. Lily E. Christ and Dr. Duane M. Christ
Freedom Fund
Mr. Richard L. Menschel
The Price Family Foundation
Pritzker Foundation
Russell Sage Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Single Stop USA, Inc
The Teagle Foundation

$50,000—$99,999
Anonymous
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Ford Foundation
The Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation
Jewish Foundation for the Education of Women
The Justice Education Center, Inc.
Charles Koch Foundation
Mr. Jules and Mrs. Lynn Kroll
Measure for Justice
The David Rockefeller Fund
May & Samuel Rudin Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Richard M. Smith
The Agnes Varis Trust

$25,000—$49,999
Anonymous (3)
21st Century ILGWU Heritage Fund
Bloomberg Philanthropies

January 1–December 31, 2017

our donors
Mr. Eugene Mercy
The Sue and Eugene Mercy Jr. Foundation Inc.
Mr. Arthur J. Mirante, II
Ms. Katherine Oliver
Ms. Pauley Perrette
The Pinkerton Foundation
Southern Poverty Law Center
van Ameringen Foundation, Inc.
Verizon Foundation

$10,000—$24,999
Anonymous
AAAICDR Foundation
Bloom Strategic Consulting Inc.
Center for Court Innovation
Mr. Peter A. Cohen
Columbia University
Cowen Group Inc.
CUNY Dance Initiative, Queens College
Mrs. Yrthya Dinzey Flores
Education & Assistance Corporation (EAC) 
Educational Housing Services, Inc.
Mr. Muhammad U. Faridi
The Lodestar Foundation
Mrs. Gay Lynch
Mr. Peter Manuel
Mr. James and Ms. Marylou McCann
Mr. Ron L. Moelis and Ms. Kerry Sperling Moelis
Motley Rice LLC
Professor Bettina P. Murray
National Association of Security Companies (NASCO)
Nemeroff Law Firm
The New York Women’s Foundation, Inc.
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Pfizer Foundation
John A. Reisenbach Foundation
Estate of Earnest “Rick” Richardson
Ronnie and Dean Ringel
The Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute
Dr. Alexander Rovt
Mr. Alan Siegel
Mr. William J. Snipes
Sullivan & Cromwell
Time Warner Foundation
Mr. Jeremy Travis and Ms. Susan Herman
Professor Alisse Waterston and Mr. Howard Horowitz

Thank You to
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$5,000—$9,999
Anonymous
CNN
Gerard Fennell
Mr. Richard Girgenti and Mrs. Catherine Girgenti
Mr. Thomas and Ms. Maarit Glocer
Horowitz Associates, Inc.
KPMG Foundation
Mr. Michael F. McCann
New York City Police Foundation
Professor Allison Pease and Mr. Lee Kempler
Pew Charitable Trust
Linda M. Reynolds
Ms. Anne Beane Rudman
Simmons Hanly Conroy
Weitz & Luxenberg
Mr. James Whitman

youth Justice leaders

For six years, the Pinkerton Fellowship Initiative 
has been providing critical funding for John Jay 
undergraduates and graduate students working in 

nonprofit youth justice programs throughout New York City. 
Their involvement in these programs—such as alternatives 
to incarceration, post-prison reentry and mentoring—gives 
students a better insight into the criminal justice system, while 
also assisting the city’s most vulnerable young people. “At  
your host site you learn so much, so fast,” says Pinkerton 
Graduate Fellow, Jessica Gaskin. “And once you’re actually 
involved in the work, it gives you a totally different lens on youth 
justice.” Administered by the Prisoner Reentry Institute (PRI), 

the Pinkerton fellowships provide a unique combination of 
intensive experiential learning and complimentary practicum 
courses. This ensures that each student bridges theory with 
practice, and is fully prepared for leadership positions within 
the field. Deepening their commitment to John Jay and New 
York’s often-underfunded youth justice programs, The 
Pinkerton Foundation announced a grant of $3.8 million to 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice for continued support 
of the College’s Pinkerton Fellowship Initiative. Currently, 
John Jay students have provided 70,000 hours of service to 
these transformative youth justice programs. With this new 
grant, payable over five years, the Initiative’s goal is to provide 
177,000 hours of service by the end of 2020.

Pinkerton Fellowship Recipients

$2,500—$4,999
Anonymous
ABNY Foundation
Mr. Richard M. Aborn
John M Black PLLC
Mrs. Amelia and Mr. Giampiero Crecco
Ms. Maria Cuomo Cole and Mr. Kenneth Cole
Ernst & Young Matching Gift Foundation
Mrs. LaBrenda Garrett-Nelson
GoldBerg Persky White P.C.
Graybeale Construction, Inc.
Dr. Maria (Maki) M. Haberfeld
Professor John I. Kleinig and Ms. Tziporah Kasachkoff
Ms. Lisa Laukat
Liberty Mutual
Maune Raichle Hartley French & Mudd LLC
Mr. Brendan R. McGuire
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forensic fan favorite  

On the hit show NCIS Pauley Perrette, who studied at 
John Jay College herself, plays a quirky, crime-solving 
forensic scientist named “Abby Sciuto.” In every 

episode “Abby” uses cutting-edge technology to help solve 
U.S. Navy criminal investigations—a career path many of our 
students aspire to reach. Thinking back to her time at John 
Jay, Perrette established the Pauley Perrette Forensic Science 
Scholarship to help support John Jay undergraduate students 
that traditionally have been underrepresented in Forensic 
Science. “I wanted to set up the scholarship in honor of the 
impact my NCIS character ‘Abby’ has had around the world, 
over the last 15 years,” says Perrette. The groundbreaking 
character made Perrette one of the most popular actresses 
on primetime television, and motivated thousands of young 
women to pursue careers in math and science. “I hope this 
scholarship provides an opportunity for a deserving young 
person to accomplish their dream of acquiring an education 
in Forensic Science,” says Perrette. And with her help, more 
real-life versions of “Abby” will have the opportunity to make 
a difference in our criminal justice system. 

Nass Cancelliere Brenner
New York Air National Guard
Mr. David J. Pfeffer
Mr. Richard T. Prins and Ms. Corinne Steensma
Mr. Tim and Mrs. Kathy Rodenberg
Friends of Schumer
Mr. Robert and Ms. Amy Stavis
SWMW Law
Professor Anya B. Taylor
Mr. Nick Turner
University of Pennsylvania
Vera Institute of Justice

$1,000—$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Mr. Alan S. Abel and Mr. Bernard Damian
Professor George Andreopoulos and Mrs. Guiliana Campanelli  
 Andreopoulous
Arnone, Lowth, Wilson, Leibowitz, Andriano & Green
Ms. Adelin and Mr. Bruce Bakke
Ms. Cynthia Bater
Mr. Greg Berman
Ms. Mary Lu Bilek
Mr. Adam Blank
Blank Family Charitable Fund
Mr. Michael and Ms. Edda Callahan

Pauley Perrette as “Abby Sciuto”

Mr. Charles and Mrs. Kara Campbell
Mr. Zachary W. Carter and Mrs. Rosalind Carter
Vincent & Sonia Clausen
Mrs. Amy Crawford
Mr. R. Jay and Ms. Christine Cunio
CUNY Athletics Conference
CUNY Campaign for State Employees Federated Appeal
Professor James and Eleanor ’74 Curran
Dr. Peter R. DeForest
Mr. Richard D. Dos Santos
Eventbrite
FDNY
Fire Safety Directors’ Association of Greater New York
Dr. Nina R. Fischer
Mr. Jarret Freeman
Mrs. Pam B. Friedman
Mr. William Friedman
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Linda Gimlett
Ms. Elizabeth Glazer
President David Gomez
Ms. Jamie Gorelick
Mr. F J. Greenburger
Professor Martin and Ms. Janis Horn
Hostos Community College
Dr. Freeman Hrabowski
Mr. Fraser Hunter

“I hope this scholarship provides an opportunity for a  
 deserving young person to accomplish their dream  
 of acquiring an education in Forensic Science.”

—Pauley Perrette
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IBM Corporation Matching Grants Program
International Flavors & Fragrances, Inc.
Ms. Ann Jacobs
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Magdala Jean
Ms. Joanne Jensen
John Jay College Student Activities Association
Mr. Marcus K. Johnson
Professor Karen Kaplowitz
Dr. Jane Katz
Dr. Diane N. Klein, Ph.D. and Mr. Francis C. Klein
Dr. Nathan Lents
Mr. David Levine
Ms. Beth Lief and Mr. Michael Simonson
Law Offices of Matthew M. Maddox, LLC
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Camille Mancuso
Professor Robert and Mrs. Fulvia McCrie
Ms. Christine McMahon
Mr. and Mrs. David McMurtry
Ms. Anne Morris Swope
Mr. Kevin Mulligan
Murphy Rosens LLP
Mr. James and Ms. Pamela Nadler
The New York Community Trust
Mr. Roger K. Newman
Professor Lisandro Perez
Mr. Gary M. Plutzer
Ms. Andrea S. Rattner
Professor Caroline Reitz and Mr. Douglas Widmann
Mr. Jack* and Ms. Holly Rosenthal
Mr. Edmund Sassoon
Mr. Jeffrey R. Schlanger
Mr. Kevin Schlosser
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Ann Schramm
Mr. Barry F. Schwartz
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation
Mrs. Marjorie Singer
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
Ms. Lorie Slutsky
Ms. Carol B. Spinner
T & M Protection Resources, LLC
Ms. Imtashal Tariq 
Mr. Richard J. Tarlow
Deputy Commissioner Robert R. Turner 
Mr. Ramon Velez, Jr.
Professor Cathy S. Widom
Mr. Anthony Williams
Admiral Duvall M. Williams, Jr.

$500—$999
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Schevaletta M. Alford
Ms. Paula M. Anderson
Baruch College
Ms. Mindy A. Bockstein
In Memory of Professor Orlando Brugnola
Mr. Michael and Ms. Edda Callahan
Professor Blanche Wiesen Cook
Ms. Kathryn Cousins
Dr. Angela M. Crossman and Bryce L. Friedman
Ms. Dana Davies
Ms. Catherine F. Duffy

Professor James de Jongh
Ms. Christal T. Dolly
Ms. Cherise Fanno Burdeen
Dr. Lisa E. Farrington
Ms. Anna May and Mr. Tim Feige
Mr. Steven D. Feldman
Dr. Jill GroseFifer
Mr. Desmond M. Hamblin
Mr. Michael F. Healy
Dr. Barry A. Hong
Hunter College
Ms. Erin Hurley
John Jay College Honors Program
Ms. Jerylle Kemp, J.D.
Professor David M. Kennedy 
Ms. Rita Knox and Mr. Enos Donawald
Legacy Builders
Mr. John and Mrs. Barbara Lehman
Ms. Jennifer M. Leonard
Mr. Dale Lewis
Mr. Mordy Lipais
Professor Thomas Litwack
Mr. James W. Llana
Anne Lopes
McIntyre, Donohue, Accardi, Salmonson, & Riordan LLP
Mr. Doug and Mrs. Linda McKay
Mr. Reinold and Mrs. Litna McNickle
Mr. Brett and Ms. Patricia Meyer
Dr. Nicole N. Napolitano
Professor Mangai Natarajan
New York State Permanent Sentencing Commission
NH Drywall
Ms. Sheila Nickens
Ms. Vivian Nixon 
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Jessie Palmer
Mr. Norman Pearlstine
Mr. Jonathan Pressman
Queensborough Community College
President Jennifer Raab
Ms. Meg Reiss
Mr. Joseph R. Richardson, Sr.
Mrs. Barbara and Mr. John Robinson
Ms. Susan Rosen Wartell
Mr. Anjan Sahni
Mr. David M. Shapiro
Ms. Ora Shtull
Ms. Demy Spadideas
Ms. MariLynn Staton
Ms. Melanie Steinhardt
Mr. Eli Stern
Commissioner Loree Sutton
Mr. Steven Titan
Professor Toy Fung N. Tung
Mr. Adam Turkewitz
Urban Institute
Ms. Jessica Walker
President Mitchel B. Wallerstein
Mr. Harry Weiss
Ms. Chassitty N. Whitman
Ms. Barbara Young
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supporting Veterans 

When David Bezzant, Senior National Director 
for T-Mobile Public Sector, talks about our 
country’s military personnel and veterans, 

there’s a strong mix of respect and responsibility in all 
of his words—a sense that these brave men and women 
deserve not only our thanks, but also our resources. “You 
can’t ask the men and women of the U.S. Military to serve 
our country, and protect our freedoms, and not find a way 
to protect their freedoms and promise them something in 
return,” says Bezzant. “Giving back to veterans’ education 
and career success has the potential to create a first-
generation college graduate, or continue a long tradition of 
higher education success among our nation’s heroes.” The 
T-Mobile Graduation Award for Veteran Scholars recognizes 
and supports an undergraduate and a graduate student who 
has or is providing military service to the United States of 
America, while also achieving academic excellence at John 
Jay. The scholarship has reached a wide array of students, 
helping them to fulfill their career dreams as a result. “All 
the men and women of the U.S. Military are heroes to us at 
T-Mobile,” says Bezzant. “Veterans represent the best and 
brightest of our future. We’re honored to salute them back 
with real action and support.”

$250—$499
Anonymous (4)
Mr. Farrell M. Adams
Ms. Heather M. Accardi
American Express Gift Matching Program
Dr. Katherine Arnoldi
Professor Jana Arsovska
Mr. Christopher Asplen
Dr. Nan Bauer Maglin
Berkes Crane Robinson & Seal
Ms. Ernestine Blake
Mr. Alfred Blumstein
Ralph & Beverly Brock
Ms. Linda Buckley
Mr. Matthew J. Burd
Mr. Dennis P. Clark
Dr. Barry and Dr. Bobbi Coller
Craven Corporation
Anna M. DeJesus
D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P.
Detectives’ Endowment Association, Inc.
Mr. Sean A. Dilweg
Ms. Gretchen Dykstra

T-Mobile’s David Bezzant

Mr. Lindsay E. Eason
Ms. Amy Ellenbogen
Mr. Donal E. Farley
First American Title Insurance Company
Mr. Sean C. Forbes
Ms. Ivy D. Forde
Ms. Frances J. Frawley
Mr. Richard J. Gallo
Mr. Adam Gelb
Global Facility Management & Construction
Ms. ShaunaKay Gooden
Nathan and Ruth Habib Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Jared Hershfield
Mr. Michael Higgins
Hudson River Park Trust
Mrs. Josephine L. Iselin
Ms. Clarett Jefferson
John Jay College Center for Student Involvement & Leaders
John Jay College Athletics Department
John Jay College Center for Career & Professional Development
Mr. David S. Jones and Ms. Marta E. Nelson
Mr. William Kahaly
Professor Andrew A. Karmen

“Veterans represent the best and brightest of  
 our future. We’re honored to salute them back  
 with real action and support.”

—David Bezzant, T-Mobile
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creating career 
connections

The Rossana Rosado Fellowship, named after the 
current New York Secretary of State and the first 
woman to serve as Editor and Publisher of the largest 

Spanish-language newspaper, provides students with a 
pathway to career success through funded internships and 
focused mentorship. “For many students this expands their 
circle of influence from just their family and teachers, to real 
professionals in the world,” says Rosado. When thinking 
about the Fellowship on a deeper level, Rosado points out the 
positive “ripple effect” it has on the community at large. Once 
most professionals become entrenched in their careers, they 
tend not to interact with students. But a natural byproduct of 
this Fellowship is that it helps those professionals reconnect 
with their past. “It reminds you who you were back then, 
and it brings out your own strengths and shows you all the 
ways you can offer help.” Rosado believes that the impact of 
this Fellowship—which is underwritten through a generous 
donation from John Jay College Foundation Chair, Jules 
Kroll—has infinite possibilities. “You’re not just investing 
in an academic experience—you’re investing in someone’s 
personal growth. That vote of confidence lasts a lifetime.” 

Rossana Rosado

This year’s Rossana Rosado Fellows with President Karol V. Mason (center), Lynn Kroll (second from left), Jules Kroll (center, back), 
Professor José Luis Morín (center, right), and Program Coordinator Michelle López (far right)

“You’re not just investing in an academic experience— 
 you’re investing in someone’s personal growth.”

—Rossana Rosado,  
New York Secretary of State
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remembering  
september 11th

There’s a personal story behind Linda Reynolds’ (M.A. 
’80) continued support to sponsor John Jay’s paid 
internships for the Center on Terrorism. During 9/11 

she was the Chief Deputy Sheriff of New York City. “It was 
total chaos down there—digging through rubble, seeing if you 
could find any survivors,” says Reynolds. It’s an experience 
that’s forever fixed in her memory, giving Reynolds a firsthand 
understanding of why terrorism study is so important. 
Knowing that her own education would not have been possible 
without scholarships, Reynolds is more than happy to give 
back to John Jay—with 16 years of consistent giving, totaling 
$13,040. “Because of John Jay, I became the first black female 
Chief Deputy Sheriff in the country,” says Reynolds. “There 
are a lot of young people out there like me—especially those of 
color—that need all the help they can get. And with their work 
in terrorism study, we can make our security better and avoid 
another disastrous event.” 

Linda Reynolds

“There are a lot of young people out there like me— 
 especially those of color—that need all the help  
 they can get.” —Linda Reynolds,  

the country’s first black female Chief Deputy Sheriff
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JusticeMatters
spring  2018
j o h n  jay  c o l l e g e  o f  c r i m i na l  j u s t i c e

Our focus is on exploring justice in its many dimensions. Our strong liberal 
arts curriculum equips students to pursue advanced study and meaningful, 
rewarding careers in the public, private, and non-profit sectors. Our students 
are eager to engage in original research and experiential learning, excited to 
study in one of the world’s most dynamic cities, and passionate about shaping 
the future.

JOHn JaY cOLLege OF criMinaL Justice is One OF tHe 
reasOns WHY cunY is tHe greatest urBan uniVersitY 
in tHe WOrLD.

Hurricane HerOes
faculty, students and staff unite to provide  

relief to areas hit by natural disaster.
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