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were full-time lecturers; 29.4% were adjunct assistant professors; 11.75 % were 

tenured professors), the additional cost works out at $3,055.15. 

 

Student/faculty ratio across ISP’s 200- and 300-level classes (designed for sophomores, 

juniors and seniors) was 19.5 to 1, with an average class size of 36.1.  This compares 

very favorably with student/faculty ratios in Humanities and Justice (20.5) and with 

International Criminal Justice (21.4), although much less favorably with Gender Studies 

(28.6) (the college’s other interdisciplinary programs).  ISP’s average class size (36.1) 

also compares very favorably with the college average of 24.7. 

 

Calculating a dollar value for all of these various comparisons is convoluted, but as a 

benchmark one can conclude that: 

 ISP’s 200 and 300 level courses cost $7,179.60 more than other interdisciplinary 

programs at the college, and only $3,055.15 more if you remove Gender Studies 

(which hopes to be a part of the DIS). 

 

Or that: 

 

 ISP’s 200 and 300 level courses cater to 5.2 fewer students than the college’s 

other 200 and 300 level courses.  ISP ran 14 such courses last semester, meaning 

ISP taught 72.8 fewer students than regular college-wide 200 and 300 level 

courses, costing the college 6 credits in faculty time.  Using the same metric as 

above, the additional cost works out at $6,110.30. 

 

While it is difficult to put a dollar figure on student enrichment and retention and 

graduation rates, it would seem fair to suppose that approximately $9,000 per semester 

(depending on which figures one uses) is not an unreasonable amount to pay for a student 

enrichment program that is open to all students and faculty members at the college, has 

brought dozens and dozens of prominent and influential speakers to the college and has 

taken its students on an equally large number of meaningful and valuable field trips, that 

has raised and spent $26,544 to support these important student activities, and that leads 
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