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Jeff Manza is Associate Director of Northwestern University’s Institute for Policy Research, and co-chair 
of IPR’s Politics, Institutions, and Policy program. His sociological research intersects the subfields of 
social stratification and political sociology, with a particular emphasis on how social inequalities come to be 
manifested in political behavior and public policy in the United States and cross-nationally. Manza’s first 
book, Social Cleavages and Political Change: Voter Alignments and U.S. Party Coalitions (Oxford University Press, 
1999), co-authored with Clem Brooks, won the Distinguished Book Prize from the political sociology 
section of the American Sociological Association. He is also the co-editor (with IPR colleagues Fay Lomax 
Cook and Benjamin Page) of Navigating Public Opinion: Polls, Policy, and the Future of American Democracy 
(Oxford University Press, 2002), which was based on a conference held at IPR.  His most recent book, co-
authored with Christopher Uggen, is Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democracy (Oxford 
University Press, 2006). 
 
Joseph “Jazz” Hayden  is an advocate for prisoners’ right to vote.  He has a B.A. in Liberal Arts from 
SUNY New Paltz and a M.A. in Professional Studies from the New York Theological Seminary, and is a 
graduate of the Harvard School of Divinity’s Summer Leadership Institute.  Mr. Hayden is the lead 
plaintiff in a pending class action lawsuit, Hayden v. Pataki, et al, which challenges the constitutionality of 
New York State’s felony disenfranchisement statute.  A recent Court of Appeals decision denying 
plaintiff’s claim under the Voting Rights Act was a temporary setback to the case.  Previously, Mr. Hayden 
served as the Director of the New York City Project for the Restoration of the Vote which entailed 
working with eight major civil rights organizations, including the NAACP, the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund, the Mexican American Legal Defense Fund, the ACLU, Sentencing Project, People for the 
American Way, Demos, and the Brennan Center for Law.  His responsibilities included organizing a city-
wide coalition of former prisoners, service providers, community-based and faith-based organizations, 
politicians, and others around the issue of felon disenfranchisement.  Mr. Hayden is the founder and 
Executive Director of Prodigal Sons & Daughters, a social welfare organization whose goal is to build and 
develop a membership of 100,000 prisoners, parolees, and their families.   
 
Brent Staples joined The New York Times editorial board in 1990. His editorials and essays are included 
in dozens of college readers throughout the United States and abroad. Before joining the editorial page, he 
served as an editor of The New York Times Book Review and an assistant editor for metropolitan news. 
Mr. Staples holds a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of Chicago and is author of Parallel Time, a 
memoir, which was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and winner of the Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Award.  
 
Christopher Uggen is Distinguished McKnight Professor of Sociology at the University of Minnesota. 
He studies crime, law, and deviance, especially how former prisoners manage to put their lives back 
together. His work appears in journals such as American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, and 
Criminology and has been featured in media such as the New York Times, The Economist, and NPR. With Jeff 
Manza, he is the author of Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democracy (Oxford University 
Press, 2006). His other research, teaching, and advising interests include crime and drug use, discrimination 
and inequality, and sexual harassment. Uggen currently serves as executive secretary of the American 
Society of Criminology, associate editor of Law & Society Review, and incoming chair of his department. 
Since receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1995, he has received grants from the 
National Institute of Justice, the National Science Foundation, and the National Institute of Health, 
awards from the American Society of Criminology, the International Society of Criminology, a Mortar 
Board Outstanding Faculty Award, election to the Sociological Research Association, a Soros Open 
Society Institute fellowship, and a McKnight presidential fellowship. Away from work, Uggen is a father, a 
jogger, and a blogger. 


