
INTRODUCTION 
 

This presentation focuses on the recent “Occupy Wall Street” 
movement as it relates to justice and power in US politics. 
We applied an understanding of pluralism, federalism, and 
justice to the particular groups who were either directly 
affected by or part of this form of social protest. Thus, we 
brought together the perspectives of protesters, political 
leaders, local businesses and community members, the news 
media, and law enforcement. In each we give their relative 
position in US politics and their perspective of justice in 
relation to OWS.  

PROTESTERS 
 

• OWS protesters view economic power, particularly the 
power of corporations, as being the dominant source of 
influence in US politics. 
 

• OWS protesters view themselves as the “99%”, which 
includes immigrants, teachers, the unemployed, public 
and private workers, veterans, and others.  
 

• OWS asserts an idea of justice that puts people’s interests 
before corporations. That is, justice is giving citizens a 
greater voice in US politics.  

 

POLITICAL LEADERS 
 

Mayor Bloomberg: responsible for keeping order within city, 
state, and US law. In confronting OWS, he saw the rights and 
interests of local business, the community, and Wall Street as 
most important.  
  
US Congressman Jerrold Nadler, 8th district: represents 
constituents in US Congress. In confronting OWS, he is of the 
opinion that the civil rights and interests of the protesters 
should be protected.  
  
State Senator Daniel Squadron, 25th district: represents 
constituents in state legislature. He is of the opinion that the 
interests of both the protestors and the businesses should be 
protected but is unsure on how to achieve that.  

NEWS MEDIA 
 

• The media informs the public on questions such as: 

 

•What do the protesters want?  

•How are the protesters getting what they want?  

•Will the protesters succeed in making a change?  

•How is law enforcement handling the protesters occupying Wall 
street?  

•How the police are viewed by protestors ?  

•How are politicians reacting to the protesters?  

•How are the politicians handling the movement?  

•What are the overriding concerns of the protests? 

 

MEDIA RIGHTS 
 

• The media has the right to full uncensored coverage of news. 

 

• The OWS movement has impacted the news media in one major way: 

 

 Journalists were denied the right to report on the movement 

 

Law enforcement restricted the media from covering the protests 
through arrest and, in some instances, physical force. 

THE MEDIA 
 

• Freedom of speech and freedom of the press are protected by the First 
Amendment of the Constitution.  

• The media has the right to report public events like the Occupy Wall 
Street movement.  

• It is unjust to jeopardize the freedom of the media and it violates the 
Constitution.  

• Law enforcement posed a threat to the media. 
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mayor to shut down park 

COMMUNITY/BUSINESS LEADERS 

Community Board one (CB1) voted 33 to 3 on allowing 
protesters to occupy Zuccotti Park under the “good 
neighbor policy.”  
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Some lower members of the hierarchy condemn the 
“good neighbor policy” as a farce.   

Protesters blocks New York Stock Exchange 
as businessman tries to break through 

Noise pollution complaints by 
residents. 

•Occupy Wall Street confronts power within U.S. politics because it 
represents the feelings We the People have about the “democracy” we 
currently live in. Police adhere to democratic ideals by enforcing the law 
without biases. 

 
 

•Police and local law enforcement throughout 
the country are sworn in to protect citizens’ 
safety and well being, while maintaining order. 
During the OWS movement, police were 
instructed to maintain order and ensure 
peaceful protesting. When challenged, law 
enforcement responded with either little force 
or excessive force. 

•Through OWS protesters state they are peacefully protesting as a whole, 
one can never guarantee that everyone is being peaceable.  
•Therefore, justice from this perspective is that you should be punished for 
what you are doing, if it becomes violent, but that people are entitled to the 
right of assembly. 
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