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The 3D printer was created in 1984. 

According to 3Dprintingsystems.com and Wikipedia the 3D printer was created by Charles Hull an American inventor.  
He named it the Apparatus for Production of Three Dimensional Objects by Stereo-lithography. 
 
Stereolithography is just a fancy word for the melting of layers upon layers of plastic and other various materials to create an object. 
 
But some say 3D printing and scanning systems were actually invented by    Superman, well the idea of it, according to a comic cartoon from 1964, it shows a safe as a 3D printer creating busts as wedding gifts for two people scanning their pictures.  
 
Based on my self research the 3D printer has many capabilities, from very simplistic creations to very complex ones. 
 
A. 3D printers can create virtually anything. 
 
     1. First you'll need a 3D model blueprint created on your computer. 
 
         a. The item is created by melting layers upon layers of plastics from the 3D model blueprint. 
          
         b. Currently you’re able to print with plastic and some metals usually only one color option. 
 
         c. There are some printers than can use up to 5 colors  simultaneously. 
 
B. Professionals in various fields currently use 3D printer. 
 
    1. In the medical field 3D printing makes prosthetics. 
 
    2. 3D printers are used to also make things you'll find in displays such as  dinosaur bones, tools, jewelry, prototypes, shoes, art sculptures, clothes and even human tissue (a highly advanced printer creates this). 
 
    3. In the dental field 3D printing makes artificial teeth and molds. 
 
    4. The Rubin museum has statues of many things including the deity and if one were to be broken or not in good shape with a 3D printing you're able to create the imperfect statue and replicate it. 
 
 
C. Complex objects are things such as a ship in a bottle or items with moving gears.  
 
D. Simple objects are such things phone cases, Tupperware, food utensils: bowls, plates, forks, spoons etc. 
 
There are 3 major pros and major cons to 3D printing. 
 
A. A major pro of 3D printing is that it is being used currently in the medical field with as I said before prostheics, artificial things, prototypes of human brains, hearing aids, Human bone replication, tumor inside a brain, teeth mould and even with 
the human tissue so far they’ve created functional kidneys and livers. 
 
B. A second major pro is that it allows production of objects to go at a quicker pace, Another name for the 3D printer is also rapid prototyping because “you think it, it” makes it in other words you can show it “to a T” exactly what you want to show.  
 
A 3rd and last major pro I will be speaking about is that 3D printing sparks  creativity.  
 
    1. It allows people endless customizations to things they want to have, like clothing.  
 
        a. If you do not want to wear plastic clothing then you can make exactly what you want and send it off to a manufacturing company to create it the fabric you want etc.  
 
   2. It is very convenient in the sense that if you want something you can create it right in your space. 
 
       a. Even if you don’t know how to make 3D models, you can find blueprints  with just a simple search on your favorite search engine. 
 
D. A major con of 3D printing is government regulation/limitation of what you can print.  
 
    1. For example when there was a law put in to ban 3D printer users from printed out a gun. 
 
        a. The blueprints were later forced to be taken down and the website closed down. (Forbes) 
 
E. A 2nd major con is the current price to get a high quality printer but it'll soon be average consumer level within the next few years. 
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Although the 3D printer was created in 1984, by 
American Inventor Charles 'Chuck' Hull, some the 
first 3D printing and scanning systems were 
invented by Superman according to this comic 
strip. (Well the idea of it)  

 Background 

 
Have you ever thought of making your own phone case, 
toys, clothes, jewelry specifically completely custom made 
and designed by you? Today, I will be informing you on 
what 3D printing is. You should listen to me because you’ll 
gain knowledge on a great innovation. I've researched this 
topic and I believe you’ll enjoy hearing the abilities of the 
3D printer. I've read scholarly journals, took information 
from Forbes.com, 3dprintingsystems.com, 3dprinter.net 
and incorporated previous background knowledge. I will 
inform you on the creation of the 3D printer, its 
capabilities and the most important pros and cons of this 

innovation. 
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To conclude I would like to tell you that there are 
many more things this piece of technology is 
capable of. I haven’t covered everything about the 
3D printer because there isn’t enough time. 
 
I’ve told you about the creation of the 3D printer its 
capabilities and the most important pros and cons 
of this great innovation. 
 
Finally, I'd like to say 3D printing is getting better 
and better everyday and I believe it will become a 
household item in the near future. Soon the 
possibilities/capabilities will include things we 
couldn’t even imagine!  
 
I will leave you with a quote by Freeman Dyson, an 
English American Theoretical Physicist and 
Mathematician: “ Technology is a gift of God. After 
the gift of life, it is perhaps the greatest of God's 
gifts. It is the mother of civilizations, of arts and of 
sciences.” 
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