
Since 9/11 Arabs and Muslims have been the 
victims of increased racism, hate crimes and 
opposition by many New Yorkers. Why did this 
happen? The following will show research and 
statistics as to just why there was an increase in 
racism towards Arabs and Muslims and give some 
insight as to why many people turned against 
them. This topic was chosen to   
highlight the plight and problems these two 
groups of people have undergone and maybe lead 
to solutions if their problems are exposed. 
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As a result of much research, the following was obtained. Since 9/11 there has been an 
increase in racism against Arabs and Muslims according to the New York City Commission on 
Human Rights (2003). Also in the same report 79% of Arabs and Muslims said they felt they 
had been negatively affected by 9/11 and this made them feel more vulnerable to outside 
attacks. This anti-Muslim feeling was given the name Islamophobia and led to an increase in 
hate crimes. A research report by the Pluralism Project found that hate crimes against Muslims 
increased by 50% and an estimated 1,552 crimes occurred against Muslims, including hate 
crimes. 10% of those crimes were committed in New York (The Pluralism Project, 2005). Many 
crimes of this nature were sometimes done on college campuses as well.  
 
 

What can be concluded from the following 
research is that since the terrorist attacks of 9/11 
there was increase in racism, hate crimes, and 
opposition against Arabs and Muslims in New York 
City. These problems should be greatly looked at 
and cared about because if nothing is done to 
support Arabs and Muslims than will continue to 
be the victims and senseless crimes. 
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To go about answering the above 
questions, research was mainly done by 
looking at articles, statistics, surveys, and 
reports released by many different 
organizations. Each was analyzed to come 
up with specific answers and evidence to 
support that there was an increase in 
racism, hate crimes, and opposition 
towards Arabs and Muslims. 

Also as a result of Islamophobia was the 
opposition against building a mosque near 
Ground Zero.  Many were against it because 
of the location, that the mosque was going 
to be built close to the anniversary of 9/11 
and also because the attacks of 9/11 were 
carried out in the name of Islam. Although 
there was opposition, there was much 
support as well. 
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